78                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           J. ALLAN.

been found in the lands around the Baltic and in
Russia, and we also know from the evidence of the Arab
geographers that there was a very busy trade, chiefly in
furs, between the Arabs and these lands. These coins
are found in Russia, Sweden, Norway, Pomerania,
Prussia, Denmark. The finds that have been made in
Iceland, Scotland, and England do not belong to the
same class as the preceding; they are coins brought
from the Baltic lands by the Vikings, and are not
evidence of direct intercourse with Arab lands. The
remarkable feature of these finds, sometimes containing
10,000-20,000 pieces, is that they consist entirely of silver
coins; one or two gold coins have been found in the
Baltic lands, but no such hoards as those of the silver
dirhems have been discovered. This is entirely in agree-
ment with the statement of Ibn Fazlan that the people
of the North used only dirhems and not dinars. Similar
evidence of the preference of the barbarians is given by
Istakhri and for an earlier period by Procopius. The
suggestion that Arab gold coins reached England ma
the Baltic may be dismissed for two reasons : one is
that they did not circulate in these lands, and the
second is that even the few finds of Arab silver coins
made in England did not reach England in the ordinary
course of commerce; they belong to a period later than
Offa's reign, and are due to the migrations of the Vikings.
On the other hand, finds of Arab silver coins are practi-
cally unknown in South-West Europe with the exception
of Arab Spain. The object of this paper is to show that
Arab gold coins were well known in South-West Europe,
roughly the Carolingian Empire, and to show that it
was through the latter that Ofla came to imitate a coin
struck at the other end of the known world.